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LIVE-STREAMING NEWS
The 8:30am Sunday and weekday Masses are the ONLY 

live-streamed Masses.

Live-streaming will ONLY take place on Sunday’s at the 
10:30 and 12:30 Masses if needed due to overflow 
in the PLC. If the PLC is empty, no live-streaming will 
occur. Folks are encouraged to join the celebration of 
Mass in the church. For those with health concerns, 

Mass is being offered Sunday’s at 8:30am at Holy Cross 
Academy – Mask are mandatory and Holy Communion is 

offered on the hand ONLY.

Please note, once the 8:30am live-stream is complete, 
the Mass is available to view all day long.

announcements

With the lifting of the dispensation for 
Sunday and Holy Day Mass obligation by the Bishops, 

we will be in need of additional assistance at  
ALL MASSES

Sign up by following the link below
signupgenius.com/go/

70a0b48a9af29aaf58-ushers

		 SUNDAY MASS
   Saturday Vigil 5 & 7pm
    Sunday 7, 8:30, 10:30am, 12:30,    
   2:30pm (Spanish), 5pm, 7pm
   10:30am at Holy Cross Academy

DAILY MASS
   Monday - Friday: 6:30am, 9am
   M/W/F: 12 Noon
   Saturday: 9am
   First Friday 8pm
   Holy Days of Obligation, as announced

DEVOTIONS
   Adoration, Daily between 6:30am & 9am Mass,
  Wednesday 12:30pm - Friday 9am
  Miraculous Medal Novena, Monday, after 9am Mass
  Divine Mercy, Wednesday, 3pm

CONFESSION
   Wednesday 11:30am-12pm, 6:30 - 8:30pm; 
   Saturday, 8-8:30am & 3:30 - 4:30pm

PARISH OFFICE
   540-373-6491	 fax: 540-371-0251
   stmary@stmaryfred.org
   stmaryfred.org
   Monday - Friday, 8:30am - 4:30pm; 
   Students staff office weekdays until 9pm, 
   Saturdays 9-5pm, Sundays 9:30am - 1:30pm

   Fr. John Mosimann, Pastor
   Fr. Sean Koehr, Parochial Vicar
   Fr. Michael Folmar, Parochial Vicar
   Fr. Scott Sina, Parochial Vicar
   Fr. Phillip Cozzi, Parochial Vicar
   Deacon Alberto Bernaola
   Deacon Dick Delio
   
   Business Manager, Elaine Stanislawski
   Director of Operations, Chris Lanzarone
   Facilities, Late-Lawson Drackey
   Custodial Services, Carmen Sanchez
   Parish Secretary, Jachebel Rios

MUSIC
   Director of Music, David Uschold
   Asst. Director of Music, Malinda Jones

HOLY CROSS ACADEMY
   540-286-1600
   250 Stafford Lakes Parkway
   Fredericksburg, Virginia 22406-7234
   Principal - Dr. Stephen Fry, 
   sfry@holycrossweb.com

HOLY CROSS PRESCHOOL
   540-373-7553
   Director, Sheri Castellarin

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
   Director, Aristides Lucas
   Associate Director, Karen Sturtevant
   Administrative Asst, Lori Barlow

YOUTH MINISTRY
   Director, Tatiana Beltran

OUTREACH
   Director, Elena Doyle

BAPTISMS
   Parish registration (90 days) and class required. 
    Please contact the parish office to schedule the 
   date at least four weeks in advance.
MARRIAGE
   Parish registration required; contact the parish six 
   months in advance to begin preparation. 

Articles must be submitted two weeks prior to publication. 
Send articles to bulletin@stmaryfred.org. Thanks!

   Saint Mary of the Immaculate Conception
   1009 Stafford Avenue

   Fredericksburg, VA 22401

contact us stmaryfred.org

USHERS NEEDED
A T  A L L  M A S S E S
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pax et bonum
from our pastor

S U N D A Y,  D E C E M B E R  2 6

FEAST of the HOLY FAMILY
Saint Mary Church  

7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 2:30pm 
(Spanish), 5pm, 7pm
Holy Cross Academy

8:30am (High Risk Covid Mass) & 10:30am 

F R I D A Y,  D E C E M B E R  3 1

NEW YEAR'S EVE
Saint Mary Church  

Vigil Mass 6pm | 12am (midnight)

S A T U R D A Y,  J A N U A R Y  1

SOLEMNITY of MARY, MOTHER of GOD 
(Not a Day of Obligation)

Saint Mary Church  
7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30 (Bilingual) 

No Saturday Confessions

VIGIL for the EPIPHANY
5pm & 7pm at Saint Mary Church 

S U N D A Y,  J A N U A R Y  2

FEAST of the EPIPHANY
Saint Mary Church 

7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 2:30pm 
(Spanish), 5pm, 7pm
Holy Cross Academy 

8:30am (High Risk Covid Mass) & 10:30am

The Christmas 
SEASON at Saint Mary

Dear Folks,

Merry, Merry Christmas!

May the Virgin Mary and St. Joseph help us to live the Mystery of 
Christmas with renewed gratitude to the Lord. In the midst of the frenetic 
activity of our day, may this Season give us some calm and joy and enable 
us to feel tangibly the goodness of our God, who became a Child to save 
us and to give new encouragement and light on our journey. This is my 
wish for a Blessed and Merry Christmas. To each and every member of 
our parish family, to your relatives and to your friends, in particular to the 
sick and the suffering, as well those who have no one to celebrate this feast 
with.

Sometimes folks ask me, “How can we make practical changes that bring 
the faith more directly into our homes?” Christmas is probably the easiest 
time to do so!

In this bulletin, we offer you a Christmas tree blessing which can be one 
such way to keep the celebration focused on more than piles of presents. 
Pray it with your family today: maybe before dinner, or before dessert, or 
before gift exchanges. I believe in your creativity!

Alternatively, or additionally, will you remember to sing Happy Birthday 
to Jesus? Why not? Among the many Christmas carols that my family will 
sing tonight, we will include HBD as the last song before the youngest 
(great-grand)child blows out Jesus’ birthday candles.

Merry Christmas!

pax et bonum,

Fr Mosimann
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from the bishop

christmas letter
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carta de navidad
del obispo
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It's All About the Children!

A National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence offering 

a strong academic program, daily religious instruction, 

character formation, numerous extracurricular 

opportunities, a variety of music and art programs, and 

much more! Come discover what a blessing Holy Cross 

Academy can be for your family! Holy Cross Academy 

administration, faculty and staff would like to wish you a 

blessed and merry Christmas!

CONTACT US:
250 Stafford Lakes Parkway

Fredericksburg, VA  22406

dlanier@holycrossacademy.com

To learn more, visit us at holycrossweb.com

our parish

holy cross academy

 Holy Cross Academy
O P E N  H O U S E

S U N D AY ,  J A N U A R Y  3 0
1 : 0 0  -  3 : 0 0 P M

S C H O O L  H O U R S
8 : 10 A M  -  3 : 10 P M

A V I A T
B E F O R E  &  A F T E R  C A R E

R E Q U E S T  A  T O U R  T O D AY
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blessed are we
our parish
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The Choice Wine Program to Begin January 2022
We will gather the 3rd Saturday of every month at St. Mary’s Parish Life Center

6:30pm for Wine & Cheese (refreshments/social)
7:00-8:30pm Program

Contact: Elena Doyle edoyle@stmaryfred.org to register

St. Mary Marriage Ministry 
Providing support for married and engaged couples to clearly 

understand, strengthen and nurture the beauty of their sacramental 

marriage and create community here at St. Mary!

January 15
February 19
March 19
May 21
June 18

July 16
August 20
September 17
October 15

Monthly Meetings

BECOMING A MAN AFTER GOD’S OWN HEART
THE VISION OF MAN FULL Y ALIV E

Saturday Mornings at 6:30am

Breakfast followed by a presentation and small group discussion

Contact Peter 540-847-1243 or Stephen 714-305-7553 to learn more
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The use of the Christmas tree is relatively 
modern. Its origins are found in the 
medieval mystery plays that depicted the 
tree of paradise and the Christmas light 
or candle that symbolized Christ, the Light 
of the world. According to custom, the 
Christmas tree is set up just before Christmas 
and may remain in place until the Solemnity 
of Epiphany. The lights of the tree are 
illuminated after the prayer of blessing.

In the home the Christmas tree may be 
blessed by a parent or another family 
member, in connection with the evening 
meal on the Vigil of Christmas or at another 
suitable time on Christmas Day.

When all have gathered, a suitable song 
may be sung.

The leader makes the sign of the cross, and 
all reply “Amen.”

The leader may greet those present in the 
following words:

Let us glorify Christ our light, who brings 
salvation and peace into our midst, now 
and forever.
R/. Amen.

In the following or similar words, the leader 
prepares those present for the blessing:

My brothers and sisters, amidst signs and 
wonders Christ Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
of Judea: his birth brings joy to our hearts 
and enlightenment to our minds. With this 
tree, decorated and adorned, may we 
welcome Christ among us; may its lights 
guide us to the perfect light.

One of those present or the leader reads 
a text of sacred Scripture, for example, 
Titus 3:4 (lines 4-7) or Ezekiel 17:22 (lines 
22-24 4; I will plant a tender shoot on the 
mountain heights of Israel.)

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
R/. Thanks be to God.

The intercessions are then said. The leader 
says:

Let us ask God to send his blessing upon us 
and upon this
sign of our faith in the Lord.
R/. Lord, give light to our hearts.

That this tree of lights may remind us of the 
tree of glory on
which Christ accomplished our salvation, let 
us pray to the
Lord. R/.

That the joy of Christmas may always be in 
our homes, let
us pray to the Lord. R/.

That the peace of Christ may dwell in our 
hearts and in the world, let us pray to the 
Lord. R/.

After the intercessions the leader invites all 
present to say the Lord’s Prayer.

The leader says the prayer with hands 
joined:

Lord our God,
we praise you for the light of creation:
the sun, the moon, and the stars of the night.
We praise you for the light of Israel:
the Law, the prophets, and the wisdom of 
the Scriptures.
We praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son:
he is Emmanuel, God-with-us, the Prince of 

Peace,
who fills us with the wonder of your love.

Lord God,
let your blessing come upon us
as we illumine this tree.
May the light and cheer it gives
be a sign of the joy that fills our hearts.
May all who delight in this tree
come to the knowledge and joy of 
salvation.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
R/. Amen.

The lights of the tree are then illuminated.

The leader concludes the rite by signing 
himself or herself with the sign of the cross 
and saying:
May the God of glory fill our hearts with 
peace and joy, now
and forever.
R/. Amen.

The blessing concludes with a verse from “O 
Come, O Come, Emmanuel”:

O come, thou dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night
and death’s dark shadow put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

tree blessing
our faith


